
Ten Fun Finds – Staying Alive: Animal Adaptations   

conversation starter
How do special traits help  
these animals live in their  
habitats? Look for ways  
they feed, move, see  
and stay safe.

Parrotfish
Nibbles on crunchy coral 
with its beaklike mouth

Squirrelfish
Large eyes to see 
in dark, deep waters 

Cownose ray
Its mouth is under  
its body, to feed from 
the ocean floor 

Mantella frogs
Tiny but tough, 
they secrete toxins 
through their skin

Paddlefish
Paddlelike head  
keeps this fish stable  
in the water

Mexican blind  
cave tetra
Living in dark caves,  
this fish lost the need  
for eyes

Giant Pacific  
sea cucumber
Thorny spines look 
unappetizing to  
predators Dwarf caiman

Hard scales protect 
from predators and 
scrapes in fast water  

Jacana
Big feet for walking on 
mud or floating plants

Lionfish
Spiky spines pack a  
venomous punch


